Intensity, latency and duration of post-thoracotomy pain: relationship to personality traits.
The relationship between personality traits and post-surgical pain was studied in 126 patients submitted to a particular set of procedures. The personality was studied by MMPI, STAI, EPI tests before surgery. After surgery, pain intensity was positively related to duration, and pain latency negatively related to both intensity and duration. According to multiple regression analysis, pain intensity was found to be predictable from both the state anxiety and psychoasthenia scales, pain latency from state anxiety and masculinity/femininity, pain duration from aggressivity and hysteria. Results suggest that personality traits constitute strong modulatory factors of the overall pain experience.